the other three liwanat or colonnades
each three aisles deep. They are made of
slightly pointed horse-shoe arches carried
on square piers of bricks with engaged
columns covered with plaster. In place
of the imitation Corinthian capitals of the
Ibn Tulun Mosque, they have flat slabs.
The arches are strengthened with ornate
wooden tie-beams and like the Mosque of
Ibn Tulun their spendrills have openings
for light and ventilation and its timber
roof was covered with mud. Immediately
above the mihrab was a small brick dome
which along with two minarets formed the
most beautiful features of the mosque.
The dome rested on three arches and the
qibla-wall. The square substructure of
the dome was made into an octagon by
means of four plain pendentives with squat
niches. It is believed that there was once
a dome in the south-east corner of the
mosque balanced by another in the south-
west corner, an arrangement which was
very similar to that of Al-Azhar. In the
west wall is a monumental stone gate-
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